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The Ramez G. Chagoury Faculty of Architecture, Art and Design (RC FAAD) takes pride in announcing the E-EYE20 exhibit of our 2020 undergraduate seniors.  This pride is partially due to this E-exhibit 
taking place during a time when the world is at a point of many reservations and uncertainties. 

For the Lebanese, in particular, education has never been as challenging as it has in the past year. Many see it as being the worst year in the history of our current lives. The revolution in October 
2019, the Covid-19 pandemic, the unfortunate explosion of August 2020, and last but not least the continued deflation of the Lebanese currency. Never before in history has the change in culture and 
technology been so obviously diverse, never before in history have instructors and students been more vigilant and flexible as to their future, and never before in history has the demand for excellence 
been such a determining factor in the opportunities for students.  

On behalf of the FAAD faculty and staff members, we welcome you to share the outcome of their outstanding work during these extraordinary times. Let us congratulate them and wish them a future 
of hope and prosperity full of visions and inspirations that will change Lebanon and the world.     

Special thanks goes to the NDU offices of the upper Administration and the Design Office as well as to the E-EYE20 End of Year Exhibit ad-hoc committee chairperson and members. Last but not 
least, we thank the instructors and staff members of the FAAD, for their commitment and continuous support in making this event a reality.

Finally, it is with high hopes that this year’s senior students E-EYE20 will set new standards of accomplishments for the future at FAAD-NDU and Lebanon.  
						    
Habib Melki 	
FAAD Interim Dean 
October 2020

E-EYE20 End of Year Exhibit Ad-hoc Committee
Dr. Maroun Kassab (chairperson)			  Ms. Dolcy Lawoun
Mr. Wissam Melhem					     Ms. Rina Shebaby
Ms. Jacqueline Soghman				    Dr. Hani Zgheib
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Roger Azar | rogerazar@live.com | +961 70 55 33 09Roger Azar | rogerazar@live.com | +961 70 55 33 09

Architecture Beyond  Vision
Socio-cultural community favoring the visually 
impaired & blind people 

From antiquity till our days, the supremacy of vision is an unbearable fact which strikes 
architecture, causing it to be perceived only by its appearance. Many famous philoso
phers favored vision addressing it as «Gods greatest gift». Architects were affected by this 
supremacy and started designing their projects by relaying on the visual appreciation of the 
space, they designed retinal images to seduce the eye rather than spaces to be perceived 
equally by all the senses. This approach defines the problem that architecture is bias toward 
sight. Here I can relate to the analogy of an electric fire place placed under a television, it 
serves its duty of warming the place, it looks nice and it has the flames, but does it feel the 
same? Do you hear the sound of the flames? Or smell the burning of the woods? We favor 
its function and appearance rather than its experience, and this is the case of architects, 
mainly these days, they design for the visual pleasure. This approach has led decreasing the 
quality of spaces. (Pallasmaa, 64-2007/1996). 
Is vision enough to understand, appreciate and experience architecture? Phenomenology is 
one study that will help answer this question. Phenomenology is the interpretive study of 
human experience (Seamon, 153-200). It is going back into the core of things, understand
ing the space and going beyond vision, it doesn›t stop at the appearance of an object but 
seeks the essence of this appearances. So, the aim is to create a project that serves the 
visually impaired and blind people, a project that fights this bias, and treats the senses 
equality (Smelling, tasting, touching, and hearing) leading the preferred one (Sight) into 
the project. My project will mainly address people with sensory problems, mainly visually 
impaired. The project will be a socio-cultural space, in the hearth of Jbeil and on the pe
riphery of a cultural heritage area and a leisure social area. Jbeil is branded for its historical 
places and for its leisure nightlife so this will help convey a cultural context and social equity 
in my proposal. Cultural space will include sensory exhibitions spaces that trigger the 
senses, studios, workshops, library & theater that suit the visually impaired and blind, and 
a social/ leisure space with a strip of restaurants and coffee shops with mixed life public 
spaces for these people to interact and social to achieve integration and equity. 
Key words: supremacy, perceive, bias, experience, phenomenology, essence, visually impaired
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Rethinkig of Non-Places 
The project is addressing the case of Reneh Mawad Airport 
in Akkar region and how to create a place that has meaning 
for traders and visitors where they can practice trading activ
ities and they can enjoy spending time in airports and not 
considered it as wasted time at the same time. 
The problematic is the presence of non-place(airport) in one 
hand, and lack of development, self-dependency, and job 
opportunities in the northern region on the other hand. A 
non-place that contains an exchange of goods and culture will 
help in defining a place 
The aim is to provide a new perspective or experience 
for visitors that will contribute to a better social inclusion 
inside the airport and to demolish the edges or boundary 
walls from the mind of people with the respect of security 
measures. Also, the aim is to bring comfort inside the airport 
by triggering the sense of belonging to the traders and by 
considering it as home. In this manner, I am targeting the 
comfort of trader›s experience that will help to engage in 
revitalizing the north.
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Jane Claude Saad | jjsaad@ndu.edu.lb

Hamat Beyond the Genius Loci
Hamat Cultural Exile 

«Places cannot be described by means of analytic, «scientific» concepts only». A place is, a «total 
phenomenon» which cannot be detached from any of its spatial properties. (Schulz, 1979). Hence, 
the latter is a composition of both: «A space» not only centered on physical concepts; and an 
existential environment that comprises the concept of «Character». (Schulz, 1979). Since ancient 
times, the primary structure of a place, is analyzed by means of «space» and «character». (Schulz, 
1979). Whereas «space» denotes the three-dimensional organization of the elements which make up 
a place, and «character» that denotes the general atmosphere or spirit of a place. Only in this way, 
we may start to grasp the meaning of «Genius Loci» or «spirit of a place». «Genius Loci» refers to 
the 
«prevailing and distinctive atmosphere of a certain place». Being the case, the succession of events 
happening in a certain place; being positive or negative; build up unique characteristics; which 
compose a precise Genius Loci for this place. 
Still strapped behind the warfare and destructive events happening in its lands during the civil war 
period; Hannouch-Hamat is a Northern Lebanese town linked to a Genius Loci of war, destruction, 
and neglection. Having one of the purest natural contexts on the Lebanese shoreline (Issa, 2019) and 
being still intact from the commercial gated resorts that nowadays brand our coastal cities, Hannouch 
has the potential to rise in its unique way. Taking advantage from the dominant natural and partially 
built context; in addition to the presence of potential seasonal activities present in Hannouch; the 
aim of the proposed project entitled «Hamat Cultural Exile» is transforming the Genius Loci of this 
region from a warfare and destructed environment towards a peaceful and revived one. In addition 
to being integrated and emerged from the site in its Architecture, the chosen functions are directly 
extracted from the ongoing activities nowadays, the behavioral patterns of the current visitors, the 
opportunities offered by the abundant natural context of Hannouch, in addition to the introduction 
of training factors which are able to foster a social, learning, and recreational environment for all the 
visitors. Hence, the project will be functioning as a Cultural Exile that transforms the given «forces» 
into «meanings». The project›s program fosters sports training activities; music and performing 
arts specific classes that proliferate peace and gatherings; and various recreational activities that 
speak directly with the context. Consequently, the project will be triggering both youth and former 
generations due to its inclusiveness & variety of functions and will be acting as a key for changing the 
current Genius Loci of Hannouch. One important feature in the upcoming design intention is aligning 
the project›s functions with seasons while using the flexibility in Architecture, and approaching a 
human centered design for post traumatic purposes. 
While executing the «Hamat Cultural Exile»; «Man won›t be obviously only building nature, but also, 
building himself, society, and culture. Only then, and in this process, he may start to interpret a given 
environment in a different, and a better way». (Schulz, 1979). 
Keywords: Genius Loci, Warfare, Neglection, Peaceful, Revival, Exile, Culture.
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